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I’lam: Media Center for Arab Palestinians in Israel

Annual Forum of Journalists Conference a Success and Election Results Announced for the Forum’s General Council 
Press Release, March 4 2009


The Forum of Journalists held its annual conference on Saturday, February 28 at the Rimonim Hotel in Nazareth, during which elections for the Forum’s General Council also took place. The Forum of Journalists seeks to bring together Arab Palestinian journalists working in Palestinian, Arab and foreign media within the Green Line so as to strengthen ties of fellowship and common denominators among them, and as a means for Arab Palestinian journalists to develop skills and tools towards the promotion of their public and professional roles.

There are currently 150 Arab journalists who are members of the forum and 73 journalists attended the conference in Nazareth on Saturday.

The conference was opened by Coordinator of the Forum and I’lam’s Empowerment Coordinator, Zaher Boulos, who in solidarity with the journalists opened the conference with the pronouncement, “This conference is held at one of the most difficult junctures in the history of our steadfast Palestinian people, particularly those in Gaza, and is a cry of solidarity with the Palestinian people who hold strong to the establishment of a Palestinian state that is independent with Jerusalem as its capital and the return of the refugees to their homes. This conference also expresses solidarity with Palestinian journalists in general and with Arab and foreign journalists who are working to deliver effectively the truth in the brutality and crimes in occupation (in Palestine, Iraq and other occupied lands) to people of conscience in the world, especially when attacks on journalists are on the rise”.

A minute of silence was then observed for those Palestinians who lost their lives in the War on Gaza. Boulos listed the achievements of the Forum over the past year and referred to prospects for development of the Forum to represent a union for journalists. 

Nidal Rafe’, a journalist on the Monitoring Committee of the Forum, presented the annual report of the Monitoring Committee. She also explained proposed recommendations for changes, based on past experience, in the rules of procedure of the Forum and explained the voting procedure to institute those changes.

Suleiman Abu Irsheid, President of the Forum, recounted the establishment of the Forum and its objectives and elaborated on prospects for its development. In closing, he mentioned that he would not be running for the General Council because although he is Editor of a local newspaper, he is also the paper’s owner, and this has shown itself to create a conflict of interest between his role as owner and representing all the Forum’s journalists’ professional interests. 
The exhibition of illustrations by Palestinian caricaturist Mohammed Al-Saba’nah, drawn during the war on Gaza, won the vocal admiration of the audience.
Following a lively discussion on general Forum issues and the election, 21 members were elected to the Forum’s General Council. The Forum’s General Council will conduct the subsequent elections for President of the Forum and the Forum’s Executive Committee, Finance Committee and Monitoring Committee. 
The 21 elected members of the Forum’s General Council, of which 30% are women, are:


Asma ‘Azaiza, Johar Sa’eed, Hussein al-Sha’ir, Sami ‘Ali, Saja Al-Keilani, Sliman Abu Sa’louk, Sana Lahab, ‘Abd el-Hakim Dahamsheh, Ghassan Bsoul, Fayez Khalif, Mohammed Bueirat, Mohammed Kana’neh, Mustafa Shala’ta, Maqbula Nassar, Maysoon Zoubi, Nadil Hassanein, Nayif Zeidani, Nidal Rafe’, Nidal Watad, Wael Awad, and Yazeed Dahamsheh. 

The conference ended its work by adopting a series of resolutions: 
1 - Support for the Palestinian people in their struggle for the establishment of an independent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital and the return of refugees. 
2 - Support for journalists’ right to freedom of expression and support for their struggle against attacks on them. 
3 - Authorization from the Forum’s General Council to examine the prospects for the development of the forum into a journalists union to better deal with their issues and concerns, in keeping with the overall vision of the Forum.

4 – For the General Council to analyse the suggestions that came out of the conference’s discussions to develop them and bring them to effect. 
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